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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s)

1. To note that there are no specific recommendations to Cabinet arising from the 
Rural and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting held on 20 
February 2020

2. To adopt the following recommendations referred from the Environment Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee meeting held on 25 February 2020:
a. That arrangements be made to install LED lighting in the Council offices at St 

Peters Hill and South Kesteven House as swiftly as possible. The project to 
include three stages; bulb replacements (where possible in existing fittings), 
replacement fittings (where current fittings aren’t suitable) and the installation 
of compatible motion sensors. 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
mailto:zena.west@southkesteven.gov.uk


b. That Cabinet notes the success of and support for the current Food Waste Trial 
and endorses any effort to continue the trial and move towards a more 
permanent arrangement.

1 The Background to the Report
Council

1.1 No matters have been referred to Cabinet by Council since the Cabinet’s last meeting on 
18 February 2020.

Overview and Scrutiny Committees

1.2 The Council operates Executive decision-making arrangements as set out in the Local 
Government Act 2000, which means it is required to have at least one scrutiny committee 
in place. The Council currently has four overview and scrutiny committees. The overview 
and scrutiny committees meet regularly and may hold additional meetings as necessary to 
discuss items within their remit.

1.3 A meeting of the Rural and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee was held on 
Thursday 20 February 2020 and considered the following items:

- Safeguarding Policy

- Tenancy Strategy

- Best Practice Policy and Protocol on Debt Collection

1.4 The Safeguarding Policy and Tenancy Strategy are both due to be considered as reports 
at the March meeting of the Cabinet, and the reports will take account of comments made 
at the Rural and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting. The Best 
Practice Policy and Protocol on Debt Collection item is due to be considered as a report at 
the April meeting of the Cabinet. The Cabinet is not asked to adopt any other 
recommendations arising from this meeting.

1.5 A meeting of the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee was held on Tuesday 25 
February 2020 and considered the following items:

- Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy

- Updates from the Climate Change Task and Finish Action Group

- Single Use Plastic Aspirations

- Food Waste Collection and Disposal

- Trees in South Kesteven

1.6 The draft Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy is due to be considered 
again at the next meeting of the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

1.7 A recommendation arising from the updates from the Climate Change Task and Finish 
Group item has been included in the recommendation of this report. The other actions 
arising from this item are to:

 Investigate options and move to more environmentally friendly paper for committee 
papers where practical



 Investigate the cost of introducing the private part of mod.gov for viewing of private 
committee papers

 Recommend that all Committee Chairs consider ways to reduce paper usage and 
encourage their Committee members to go paper free where practical

 Move all Councillor administrative tasks (such as mileage claims) to soft copy where 
practical

 For the Cabinet member to trial tablets/devices for members of the public to view 
Committee papers in meetings

 For the Climate Change Task & Finish Group to include Leisure Centres within the 
Council’s baseline carbon assessment, and to otherwise approve the Carbon Trust’s 
outline methodology of included and excluded scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions

1.8 Actions arising from the single use plastic aspirations item were to request a further report 
to a future meeting of the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee, in the 2020/21 
municipal year, to fully investigate all options

1.9 Actions arising from the Food Waste report are detailed in the recommendations to this 
report

1.10 Actions arising from the trees item were as follows:

 For the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee to receive an update report on 
the Tree Preservation Order refresh in the 2020/21 municipal year

 To support the rewilding initiatives as suggested at the meeting, in consultation with 
local stakeholders

 To request a report to the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee at a meeting 
in the 2020/21 municipal year outlining the costs and feasibility of adding additional 
hedges to land owned by SKDC 

1.11 No other Overview and Scrutiny Committee meetings have been held since the last 
Cabinet meeting held on 18 February 2020.

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny
2.1 This report details feedback from consultation with the overview and scrutiny committees 

and considers their recommendations.

3 Available Options Considered
3.1 This report is a standing item on the agenda for the meetings of the Cabinet, for Cabinet to 

consider input from overview and scrutiny committees and meetings of full Council. No 
other options were considered.

4 Preferred Option
4.1 For Cabinet to agree the recommendations made by the overview and scrutiny 

committees.

5 Reasons for the Recommendation (s)
5.1 Consultation has taken place with overview and scrutiny committees on items being 

considered by Cabinet. Overview and scrutiny committees also consider items they feel 
are of interest, and make recommendations to Cabinet as a critical friend. These 
recommendations must be considered by Cabinet, but do not have to be adopted.



6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision
6.1 Where an item has been considered as part of pre-decision scrutiny, the 

recommendations of the relevant overview and scrutiny committee will either be captured 
within the Cabinet report, or, where the time does not permit, as part of a verbal update 
made during the Cabinet meeting or as a written note circulated at the meeting. Other 
recommendations from overview and scrutiny committees are detailed at the start of this 
report.

7 Financial Implications 
7.1 Any financial implications arising from matters discussed at the Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee meetings will be referenced in the respective reports.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Interim Director of Finance

8 Legal and Governance Implications 
8.1 This report offers the Cabinet an opportunity to consider matters that have been raised by 

other Members at meetings of the Council and committees that operate within the 
Executive function of the Council.

Legal Implications reviewed by: Jo Toomey, Head of Governance

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications 
9.1 There are no equality or safeguarding implications arising from this report.

10 Risk and Mitigation
10.1 Risk has been considered as part of this report and no specific high risks were identified in 

its production.

11 Community Safety Implications 
11.1 There are no community safety implications arising from this report.

12 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 
Council’s declaration of a ‘climate emergency’?

12.1 The implications with regards to South Kesteven’s declaration of a Climate Emergency will 
have been considered separately as part of the reports to overview and scrutiny 
committees.

13 Appendices
13.1 There are no appendices. This report refers to two overview and scrutiny committee 

meetings which have taken place, the agendas, reports and minutes of which can be 
found here when available:

- Rural and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 20 February 2020: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=665&MId=3806&V
er=4 

- Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 25 February 2020: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=630&MId=3826&V
er=4 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=665&MId=3806&Ver=4
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=665&MId=3806&Ver=4
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=630&MId=3826&Ver=4
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=630&MId=3826&Ver=4


Date of Publication on Forward Plan (if 
required)

Not applicable

Previously Considered by: Cabinet 18 February 2020

Report Timeline: 

Final Decision date  Not applicable


